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INTRODUCTION
This toolkit provides an introductory explanation of how student funding
works and breaks down how you can take actions in your community,
school, and as an individual to take a stand for public education in Alberta.
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About SOS Alberta
Support Our Students Alberta is a grassroots, non-partisan network of
Albertans born on the playgrounds of public schools in Calgary in 2015.
Concerned with looming education cuts proposed by Jim Prentice’s PC
government, Calgary parents organized to push back against oversized
classrooms, shrinking budgets, over reliance on fundraising, long bus
rides and lotteries for school access.
The group has evolved over the years, and through our advocacy we
have learned the chronic underfunding of public education is not a
local, or provincial phenomenon, but rather part of a larger strategy
to privatize public education.
We believe public education belongs to Albertans. Our vision is of an
equitable accessible and universal public education that meets the
needs of all students.
Support Our students is 100% volunteer run. Our work involves
communicating with advocates across Alberta and internationally.
We produce all kinds of content, from reports, to video, podcasts
and public comment. We have hosted several screenings of the
enlightening documentary Backpack Full of Cash, and speak across
the province about the need to protect and reclaim public education.
We hope this toolkit will help you in your journey advocating for just
such a system.
It is entirely possible to do better by Alberta’s children. Join us.
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FAST FACT SHEET
ALBERTA
EDUCATION
Current provincial budget for
Alberta Education is approximately

$8.23

BILLION (2019)

Funding for education is
comprised of:

30%
70%

from municipal taxes, or directly
from the taxpayer.

comes from other provincial revenue
sources (corporate taxes etc).

ALBERTA PUBLICLY FUNDS:
Public Education

Charter Schools

PER STUDENT FUNDING

PER STUDENT FUNDING

100%
» Public Schools
» Catholic Schools

» Francophone Schools

Private Schools
(Accredited)

70%

PER STUDENT FUNDING

» P
 rivate schools received 291
million public dollars in 2019.

100%

» C
 harter schools are publicly
funded but privately run schools
» A
 charter school is designed to
meet the needs of a specific
group of students, not every
student in Alberta, as per
Charter School Handbook pg 8.
» B
 ecause public schools are
obligated to accept every
student, charter schools are
not obligated to accept students
with special needs as per
Charter School Handbook pg 8.

» P
 rivate schools can select
their students.

No Albertan

» P
 rivate school tuition in
Alberta ranges from thousands
of dollars to $24,000.

EDUCATION IS

VOUCHER SYSTEM

BY OTHER REVENUE SOURCES

» A
 system where public dollars follow students to their school of choice,
even when that school lies outside the public system.

contributes in taxes what it
costs to educate a student

highly subsidized
MUNICIPAL TAXES
CANNOT BE DIRECTED
to one system over another

Support Our Students Alberta

» In Alberta, public dollars follow students to public, catholic, charter
and private schools.
» Consequently, Alberta has a type of voucher system.
» In Alberta, the voucher does not go to the family, but rather directly
to the school division.
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The Funding
Educational funding in Alberta is based on per student
funding (https://open.alberta.ca/publications/1485-5542).
Base per student funding for 2019/2020 year is roughly
$6,000. This amount is augmented when funding for
additional factors and grants (rural, SES etc.) are taken
into account. On average, Alberta spends approximately
$11,000 per student.
Albertans receive a high quality public education at a highly
subsidized rate, paying into the education “pot” via municipal
property taxes. However, municipal taxes account for only
~30% of the total funding ($8.2 billion in 2019) required
to deliver education in Alberta. The remaining $5.7 billion
dollars required comes from other provincial revenue
sources (corporate taxes etc).
Albertans DO NOT direct their education taxes towards a
particular school system. The question on census documents
asking whether you support the public or separate system
is for demographic information and nothing more. All
education tax dollars are pooled and then distributed
based on student population.
Alberta publicly funds ALL levels of accredited schools and
currently funds 6 distinct arms of education:
PUBLIC EDUCATION
• Public Schools (100% publicly funded,
100% publicly run)
• Catholic Schools
• Francophone schools
• Francophone Catholic schools
• Homeschooling under the public umbrella,
includes online learning
Charter schools (100% publicly funded per student,
but privately run)
Private Schools (70% publicly funded, per student)

PUBLIC SCHOOLS:
Public schools receive the majority of their funding from the
government. This includes the per student funding, and the
capital costs for school infrastructure (bricks and mortar).
When public schools are not adequately funded, school
boards rely increasingly on school fees, parent fundraising,
corporate donations and outsourcing services to make up
the difference.

Public schools should be universally
accessible and barrier free. Built
around the most marginalized students
Alberta fully funds a separate (Catholic) school system as
does Saskatchewan, Ontario and all three territories.
Newfoundland, Labrador and Quebec used to fund Catholic
system but asked the federal government to amend their
constitutions to secularize the school system.
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island and
British Columbia* have never publicly funded Catholic schools.

CHARTER SCHOOLS:
Charter schools were introduced in Alberta in 1994 under
Ralph Klein, at the same time and following the same premise
as the US. Charter schools were to be centres of innovation,
and cutting edge pedagogy. They would work in collaboration,
sharing their findings with public schools. This has not
occurred anywhere charter schools exist. Alberta is the only
province with Charter schools.
Charter schools receive 100% of the per student funding. Many
lease surplus buildings from public school boards for $1/year.
Charter schools are publicly funded but privately managed.
Their boards are not publicly elected and they are run by a
corporate body.

• Homeschooling under private umbrella
increasingly includes online learning

Public Education Advocacy A CITIZEN’S TOOLKIT
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Charter schools are able to build equity by using public
dollars for real estate. Foundations for the Future Charter
Academy (FFCA) in Calgary, was given $37 million for a
new high school – it is unclear who will own that building.
Similarly, FFCA which receives >90% of its revenue from
the government has purchased an administration building.
This is how private organizations can build private equity.
Buildings purchased with public dollars should belong to
the public and have public oversight.
Charter schools by definition are schools with a specific
purpose, to meet the specific needs of specific children.
By definition and legislation, they are able to turn away
children, they are exclusive programs.
Many charter academies have significant barriers to entry
like seven year waitlists, interviews, uniforms, private
testing requirements, and even private music lessons
(as in Suzuki charter school).

PRIVATE SCHOOLS:
Private schools in Alberta are publicly subsidized at a higher
rate than any other province in Canada at 70% of the per
student funding. Private schools are not required to accept
all children and can deny entry for any reason.
Private schools divert $291,000 from the public pool each
year ($291,000 from 2019/2020 budget). Private schools
charge tuition ranging from $1,000 to over $23,000/year.
British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba and
Quebec are the 5 provinces in Canada that publicly fund
private education.

*The fact that public dollars follow students
to charter schools, homeschools, private
schools or any school of choice in or out
of the public system is a VOUCHER.

Support Our Students Alberta

Alberta publicly funds
ALL levels of accredited
schools and currently funds
6 distinct arms of education
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Alberta’s Voucher System
Voucher System: A system where public dollars follow
students to their school of choice, even when that school
lies outside the public system. This means public dollars
follow students to public, catholic, charter and private
schools in Alberta.
It is often said that Albertans do not want an American Style
voucher system. But Alberta already has one.
What keeps Alberta from suffering the same consequences is
more a factor of Alberta’s smaller income gap than in the US,
but the Alberta voucher system is actually more inequitable
than the American system.
We will outline a few important points of both systems,
keeping in mind that as Canada’s education system is
provincially regulated, and in the USA it is largely governed
by individual states. Therefore, these are generalizations that
hold true in a broad sense.
This is a general overview and is not a comprehensive analysis
of the American voucher system. It is meant to highlight some
of the similarities and differences between the Albertan and
American models as an introduction to the voucher system.

1.	 ELIGIBILITY
American System (Generalizations, each state
has its own parameters)
• Eligibility for Voucher Programs: School vouchers
are currently available in nearly 30 states, plus
Washington, DC. Some states only offer them to
students who apply for the program and fall into
certain groups. These groups include:
» Students with disabilities
» Kids from low-income families who meet certain
income thresholds
» Students who are zoned for a school that’s failing

FOR EXAMPLE
» Maryland Student Eligibility Requirements:
Students are eligible for free or reduced-price
meal programs. Applications are ranked based
on family income as a percentage of federal
poverty levels.
» District Of Columbia Student Eligibility
Requirements: Students with household incomes
up to 185 percent of the federal poverty line or
receiving assistance under the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP).
» North Carolina Student Eligibility Requirements:
Students with a household income up to
133 percent of the income requirements for
free or reduced-price meal programs and who
meet one of the following guidelines:
− Attended a North Carolina school during
the previous semester
− Received a scholarship grant the previous year
− Entering kindergarten or first grade
− In foster care
− Adopted in the prior year
− Children of active-duty military personnel
Alberta System
• Vouchers are not directed to assist low income
families, or marginalized students. Vouchers follow
every student in Alberta, regardless of the students
socio economic status. This means families that leave
the public system to attend elite private schools like
Webber Academy (18K) or Strathcona Tweedsmuir
(23K) also divert public dollars for public schools
for private schools even though the tuition alone
at those schools is greater than the per student
funding for public schools (~10k).

• Families must QUALIFY for a school voucher.
NOT ALL families have access to school vouchers
in the US as they were marketed as a way for low
income families to have access to private schools.

Public Education Advocacy A CITIZEN’S TOOLKIT
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2.

FUNDING AMOUNTS & VOUCHER CAPS
American System
• Although every state varies, vouchers in the USA are
rarely equivalent to the total amount of the
per student funding.
FOR EXAMPLE:
» Ohio Voucher Amount (Cleveland Scholarship Program):

− Private School
− K-8: $4,250 or the cost of tuition,
whichever is less
− 9-12: $5,700 or the cost of tuition,
whichever is less
− The state provides additional funds for
students with disabilities
» Wisconsin
− K-8: $7,210 or private school tuition,
whichever is less
− 9-12: $7,856 or private school tuition,
whichever is less
» Indiana
The lesser of the following:
− Private school tuition
− 90 percent of the state’s per-pupil amount
for students eligible for free and reduced
price meal programs
− 50 percent of the state’s per-pupil amount for
students with household incomes at or above
150 percent of the eligibility requirements for
free and reduced price meal programs
Many states also often have caps on the number of
vouchers available in their jurisdiction.
Alberta System
• Vouchers in Alberta vary:
− Charter schools receive 100% vouchers

Support Our Students Alberta

− Private schools receive a 70% voucher
(~6,000K public dollars)
− The UCP recently passed a policy to support
increasing that 70% voucher to 100%,
equal funding as public schools

3.	 APPLICATION OF VOUCHER
American System
• Vouchers are directed towards the FAMILY, which
means families receive the voucher and APPLY it to
the school’s tuition. For example, a family that has
a $5,000 voucher /Scholarship, applies the voucher
to their school of choice. If that school of choice
has a tuition of 12,000, the family provides the
school the voucher and then pays the difference
– in this case, $7,000.
• Vouchers (Public Funding) does not go to the family.
Funding circumvents the family and goes directly
to the school of choice. This means if a family
decided to attend Webber Academy for example,
Webber Academy receives the FULL tuition costs
from the applying family (18K) AND the voucher
(70% per student funding of ~$6,000) from Alberta
education. This means the private schools get
18 + 6K in education funding, for a total of 24K.
In Alberta the family does not get to apply the
voucher to tuition. The school of choice effectively
gets funded from two separate sources.

4.	 SEPARATION OF CHURCH and STATE
American system
• Vouchers are also a way to circumvent the
American separation of church and state. Public
schools in the US CANNOT be religious in nature.
However, vouchers create a loophole for this
caveat. Vouchers can be used at religious schools.
This is perhaps the greatest purpose of vouchers
in the US. To create a loophole for public dollars
funding catholic schools.
• Voucher system is currently not needed to fund
religious schools as Alberta already does this fully.
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Neo-Liberal
Eduspeak Decoded
Choice:
These are terms that used to have strong progressive/positive
ties now co-opted by conservative/neo-liberal education
“reformers.” The words seem benign but are currently used
to expand privatization.

• Exclusivity.

We will decode how “reformers” use these terms differently
for the purpose of commodifying education, that makes
identifying their goals difficult for the average citizen.

• Educational choice most often means families choose
to apply, schools choose who to let in.

How education reformers use the term:

*Note: most wealthy elite private schools NEVER ask their
customers to choose science over music over language.

Accountability:
• Used to promote high stakes standardized testing
to measure teacher and school performance.
• Used to promote segregated school communities
(not elected school boards) that empower parents
to drive highly localized education policy.

• Typically a progressive term, used to give the impression
of autonomy and agency in one’s education.
• Rings of autonomy and freedom. Ultimately snake oil.

• Choice is educational ‘fools gold.’

Competition Model:
• Term promoted by reformers to promote choice
in education.
• This strategy of this model is twofold.

• Similar to No Child Left Behind and Race to the Top
initiatives in the USA.

» Schools compete for funding by having specific or
specialized programming and children should compete
to get into a school, its a survival of the fittest mentality.

Autonomous:

» The competition model is heavily influenced by socioeconomic factors of individuals and communities.

• Used to promote segregated school communities
(not elected school boards) that empower parents
to drive highly localized education policy.
• Term used to defend religious rights in conjunction
with “independent”aka (private).
• Allow schools to make their own decisions often
with regards to human rights issues around GSA’s
or Health & Sex Ed curriculum.
• Can extend to other areas of curriculum including
topics like evolution vs creationism
Back to Basics:
• Rally cry for return to memorization and repetitive
drills, worksheet and algorithms.
• Conflates repetition with depth of knowledge and
understanding.
• Promotes a narrative that teachers aren’t concerned
with “basics.”
• Primarily used to discredit current mathematics pedagogy.

• In practice, those promoting and benefiting from competition
are not doing so on a level playing field. If competition were
truly the goal, reformers should be trying to level the playing
field ensuring ALL children have access to the same high
quality education. Then see which cream rises to the top.
Direct Instruction:
• Lecture style. Teachers dictates a lesson plan, children
“learn” it.
• Homework is critical to the process as it provides the kind
of busy work that reinforces rote learning and algorithms.
• Parents remember this teaching style more fondly the
further away they are from it.
Diversity:
• This term has now been co-opted by conservatives and
education reformers.
• It has become a reason to divide and compartmentalize
society. In practice building an education system around
diversity is problematic.

Public Education Advocacy A CITIZEN’S TOOLKIT
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» Example: Alberta is so diverse we must celebrate this
diversity by silo‘ing students into niche programs
(Filipino school, Jewish school, Christian school,
Mandarin School, Islamic school, Gifted school,
German school, Arabic school) – whereby no diversity
is actually celebrated within schools, but used as
a celebratory way of segregating communities.

• Like many other terms, ironically and paradoxically using
the term “independent” while completely dependent on
public funds.
Parental Rights:
• Religious term, used to refer to children as the property of
parents with rights on secondary to the parents wishes.

Diversity of thought:

• Often supersedes the rights of the child.

• A new term for freedom of speech with no consequences.

Standardized Tests:

Education Reform (Reformers):

• Used to support “accountability.”

• Paradoxically, reformers advocate for a return to colonialesque education model: Rows, discipline, uniforms,
direct instruction (see above).

• Measures socio-economic status and privilege more than
academic progress.

• Reformers are generally in support of privatization.
• Now called “Education Disruptors.”
Efficiency:
• Used to defend public dollars used privately, as in
the case of private schools in the provinces of BC,
AB, SASK, Manitoba, Quebec.
• Justification for contracting out public services like social
services, supports for disabled students, health care,
preschool or breakfast/lunch programs to private entities.
Equality of Funding:
• Term used to defend and promote a full voucher system.
• Funding follows the students.
• Used to defend public funding of private schooling.
Equity:
• To education reformers it is often claimed to mean
‘same’ or one size fits all.

• Used to track students and staff performance, never
accountability of the people in government whose policies,
decisions and funding has real impacts on schools and the
quality of a student’s learning environment (i.e.: Education
Ministry or Finance Ministry funding decisions).
• Used to rank schools, and increase competition.
Traditional Learning:
• Synonym for direct instruction.
Resilience:
• Used to describe the special quality ‘have not’ children
are supposed to possess.
• Underprivileged children are set up for success
as a direct relation to how resilient they are.
• Not having playgrounds, books, lunchrooms, adequate
resources builds resilience. This is the new “bootstraps.”
• Resilience is often only required of underprivileged
children. “Poverty is not an excuse” tag line.
Vouchers:

Government Schools:

• Public funding follows the student.

• Term used in lieu of public schools.

• Also referred to as a “scholarship” and “educational
savings account.”

• Used to invoke imagery of government taking/teaching
your child beyond parental control.
Independent School:
• Used as a synonym for private schools.
• In the case of BC, AB, SASK, Manitoba and Quebec,
these are publicly funded but privately run schools.
(also non-public).

Support Our Students Alberta

• See full section on VOUCHERS.
• https://progressive.org/public-school-shakedown/vouchervocabulary-a-guide-to-school-voucher-programs-by-any/
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SOS Alberta Toolkit: ACTIONS
A few ways for the public to get involved:

PERSONALLY

“The expert at anything was once a beginner.”
― Helen Hayes
You are equipped to advocate for public education. You simply
need to start somewhere. We hope these tips help you start
your journey. Anything you do, is a step in the right direction,
just keep moving forward, that’s how we build a movement.

» Perfect is the enemy of good
» Use plain language
» Respect you reader
• Build a network of like minded or interested parties
in your community
• Host a watch party of Backpack Full of Cash
• Request a meeting with your MLA (find their information
here: http://www.assembly.ab.ca/lao/mla/mla_help.htm)
• Stay informed – Follow SOS on social media:

• Send SOS (info@supportourstudents.ca) the contact
information for your school’s Parent Council/Association
(chairpersons email, if this is a personal email,
recommend your school parent association start
a generic chairperson email).

• Facebook: @SOSAlberta
www.facebook.com/SOSAlberta/

• Attend parent association meetings when possible.

• Email: info@supportourstudents.ca

• Ask questions about your parent associations
fundraising processes and what the monies are
used for. Why do these funding gaps exist?
• Have discussions with other parents, neighbours and
citizens about:
• The importance of a strong well funded public
education system
• That 290 Millions public dollars are used to subsidize
the private school system in Alberta every year
• Private and charter schools can select their students
• Alberta public schools perform very well
• Write an Opinion Editorial for your local paper:
• 650-700 words, can be submitted every 6 weeks
TIPS INCLUDE:
» https://www.theopedproject.org/opedbasics#gettingstarted
» Own your expertise
» Balance your personal experience with the
wider view on public education

• Twitter: @SOSAlberta
twitter.com/SOSAlberta
• Instagram: @SOSAlberta

• Stay tuned to our website: www.supportourstudents.ca

Do not underestimate the importance
and value of these conversations. Actually,
no further progress can be made until
these relationships are formed.
*Important considerations as you embark on your advocacy
journey. Ask yourself some important questions about what
you are advocating for.
• Try to consider how what you or your family is experiencing
is linked to people who may have even less privilege that
want to solve the same problems of underfunding that
you do.
• Consider all the ways that child poverty, childhood
trauma, being an English language learner, living with
a disability, experiences of systemic racism and having
specialized learning needs can all have impacts.
• Champion a public education system that considers every
student, not just the privileged few, and has positive
impacts for all students.

Public Education Advocacy A CITIZEN’S TOOLKIT
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Some questions to ask yourself:
• What does a robust public education system
look like to you?
• How is it staffed?

• Should some children have access to a higher
quality experience because of where/how they live?
If so, what are the deciding factors?
• What is the real purpose of public education?

• What programs and supports does it provide?

• What role do standardized tests play in public
education and what are their limitations?

• Where is it located?

• Is there a new way to fund education?

• What does the population of the school look like?
Homogeneous (by SES, religion, culture)?

• Do you believe in a competition model for education?
• Do you believe education is a commodity?

• Are there examples of other jurisdictions that
provide this type of schooling?

These are questions to come back to often.

• How much fundraising is acceptable if any?

These are gut check questions used to recalibrate.

• Should every school have a library? Librarian?
Playground?

Return to these questions to see how, if your perspective
has changed in order to re-root your advocacy.

Support Our Students Alberta
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SCHOOL
• Attend your School Council meetings as often
as possible.
• Consider starting a committee on the School Council
that can focus on outreach, events and actions.
• If your school doesn’t have a Parent Association,
consider starting one. Alberta School Councils
Association has more information.
• Inquire why your school is dependent on fundraising,
and what it is using fundraising for?
• Document the staffing changes, and the resources
your school is going without.
• Make connections with other parents. Organize a
viewing of Backpack Full of Cash for your School
Council and wider school community.
• PARENT COUNCIL – take on a role. Understand that
parent council is meant to be a place for advocacy.
That they have become dedicated to fundraising is an
indication of a broken system.
• Consider networking with concerned and like minded
parents who are willing to take direct action including
both walk outs, walk ins & human chains:
• Walk out – for high school students who can
leave the school. Walk out of school in an
organized fashion to protest cuts.
• Walk in – for elementary schools. Families,
alongside education workers create a positive
festive atmosphere of solidarity outside the school,
potentially off school grounds (across the street
from the school) and WALK IN to the school at
bell times together is a show of solidarity with
education workers.
• Human Chain – families, students, and potentially
education workers stand outside their school
holding hands around the building in an effort
to keep schools from closing.

ATTEND
CONSIDER
INQUIRE
DOCUMENT
CONNECT

Public Education Advocacy A CITIZEN’S TOOLKIT
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COMMUNITY (BEYOND THE SCHOOL)
• Prepare your community to support education workers
should a strike occur by organizing.
• “Solidarity Camps” – aka childcare.
• Potlucks or ways to support education workers.
• Urban centres: In all likelihood your community and
your school community are very different but share
the same thoughts on public education.
• Rural centres: try to connect at community events
understanding the potential effects of decreasing
student populations on your community, and how
choice may/may not affect your school board/boards.
• Connect with families in your community at the
playground, community sponsored events and ask what
their school challenges are. Suggest a community viewing
of backpack full of cash at your local community hall.
With SOS Alberta
• Become an SOS Alberta Champion
• Follow us on Facebook @SOSAlberta
• Follow us on Twitter @SOSAlberta
• Follow us on Instagram @SOSAlberta
• Sign up for our newsletter at
www.supportourstudents.ca
• Volunteer with SOS Alberta in whatever way you can,
we are small but fierce and can use all the help we
can get!
• Donate: Public education is a right, your donation is
a gift! Please consider becoming a monthly donor.
Donations can be made at: www.supportourstudents.ca

• Start or connect with an existing SOS chapter in your city:
• Email info@supportourstudents.ca to see if a
chapter already exists
• Check the website for existing chapters:
www.supportourstudents.ca
• If not, consider starting one where you reside
• SOS Alberta will assist in getting the word out for
other interested parties in you area
• Set up a designated email, send a press release
to you local media to announce the new chapter
• Write an OP Ed announcing the new chapter
• Call a meeting in your area
• Give voice to local concerns regarding public
education

POLITICALLY
• Engage with your local school board, and your trustee.
Discuss the importance of public education both the
concept and the words. Increasingly our public school
board trustees are not using the term public anymore.
We need them to stand up for public education more
frequently and forcefully.
• Write / call your MLA, ask their position on:
• Public funding of private schools
• Charter schools ability to select their students
• See our citizen engagement toolkit
• Show up to rallys when possible.
• Consider “direct action” to grow support in your
community (Pop up protests).
• Write, email and call the Minister of Education,
and the Premier.

Support Our Students Alberta
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Myth Vs Reality
When championing strong public education
(talking to your MLA, trustee or neighbour) it’s
common to be met with some one-liners that
dismiss your concerns. Here’s a list of myths you
can expect to hear, and the real facts behind them.
Myth: Education funding wasn’t reduced – the budget
remains the same.
Reality: Despite the claims from both the Ministers Lagrange
(6 Sept) and Toews (10 June) that enrollment growth would
be funded, this budget does not increase for the 15,000 new
students expected in the next 4years, inflation, or dramatic
hikes in insurance costs.
https://calgaryherald.com/news/local-news/ucp-budgetfreezes-k-12-education-funding-cuts-post-secondaries.
Reality: Funding for private schools in Alberta did increase
from 286 million to 291 million.
Myth: Class sizes. Class size funding was rescinded because
it was not having an impact on class sizes
Reality: Class Size data was inaccurately evaluated by this
government and did not take into account what class sizes
would look like had the funding not been made available
over the past 15 years.
Reality: The government class size report relied heavily
on rudimentary analysis like class averages. This does not
accurately reflect the experiences of children in the
classroom. A better analysis can be found in this report.
Why has the government not considered this analysis
as a way to properly address increasing class sizes?
https://www.supportourstudents.ca/classsizes.html

Myth: The Minister believes in school board autonomy and
that boards have the necessary resources to make decisions
for their students
Reality: Funding for Calgary Board Education, the third largest
school board in Canada, is insufficient, resulting in a 48 million
shortfall for the 2019/2020 school year. Questioning their
ability to autonomously budget their board, the minister has
called for a financial review of the CBE.
Reality: Boards across the province have had to use reserves,
charge fees and cut programs to make up for reduced funding.
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/bustransportation-fees-st-albert-1.5379420
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/educationprovincial-budget-cuts-edmonton-public-schools-letterparents-1.5353998
Myth: The CBE (or other school board) spends too much on
administration, and requires auditing.
Reality: The Education Act stipulates: “The maximum
expenditure for system administration and school board
governance will range from 3.6% to 5.4%, depending on
the student enrollment of the school jurisdiction.”
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/8f3b4972-4c47-4009a090-5b470e68d633/resource/0d0d30db-3577-48bb-9f22740a05dcfd90/download/edc-funding-manual-2019-2020.pdf_
Every school board budget is submitted to the Minister for
final approval.
Reality: The CBE holds independent audits (i.e. KPMG –
same corporation that supported the MacKinnon report:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/research-analysisfor-blue-ribbon-panel-on-albertas-finances) and had an
operational review conducted in 2017 that found the board
operates in keeping with the other metro boards and no
significant inefficiencies were found.
https://www.cbe.ab.ca/about-us/budget-and-finance/
Documents/Financial-Results-for-the-Calgary-Board-ofEducation-2017-18.pdf
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Myth: Alberta spends more per student than other provinces
with poorer results (As per the MacKinnon Report).
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/081ba74d-95c8-43ab9097-cef17a9fb59c/resource/257f040a-2645-49e7-b40b462e4b5c059c/download/blue-ribbon-panel-report.pdf
Reality: The very same Mackinnon Report indicates:
“Alberta spends $11,121 per student. British Columbia
spends $9,681 per student, the lowest among our comparator
group, while Ontario spends $17,077 and Quebec spends
$12,325 per student.”
Reality: Alberta does not have “poorer results” when it
comes to public education. According to the most recent
PISA 2018 results: Alberta’s Public Education system is 3rd
in the world in reading, 3rd in science and 8th in math.
https://www.cmec.ca/251/Overview.html
Reality: Equally important is understanding how standardized
tests like the PISA masque existing inequalities across
education systems.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2019/12/03/
expert-how-pisa-created-an-illusion-education-qualitymarketed-it-world/
Myth: Alberta UCP government wants to implement a voucher
system to improve the education system.
Reality: Alberta Education already has a voucher system,
where public funding follows students outside the public
system to their school of choice be that charter or private.
The current voucher system in Alberta is 100% per student
funding for charter schools, and 70% per student for private
schools. At the recent UCP AGM in Calgary, Policy 15 was
passed, which promotes a 100% voucher system for Alberta.
Meaning funding for private schools would increase.

Myth: Funding should follow the student.
Reality: Citizens pay into a pool of taxes. No one is paying in
taxes what it costs to educate children in the public system
(see Hokey Pokey post).
https://www.facebook.com/SOSAlberta/photos/a.1658321187
781929/2619004741713564/?type=3&theater
Reality: Vouchers widen inequity. There is no evidence in
any state or nation that vouchers improve access or quality
of education.
https://theconversation.com/school-vouchers-expand-despiteevidence-of-negative-effects-117370
Myth: Teachers are indoctrinating and are teaching anti-oil
curriculum and politicising our classrooms.
Reality: The current Social Studies curriculum was last
updated in 2005-2009 under Ralph Klein. Social Studies is
the class to critically analyze different political, social and
historical perspectives.
Myth: Parents want abundance of school choice.
Reality: Parents choose to apply to a school, the school
decides who to let in.
Reality: Parents by enlarge, want to choose a community
school with comprehensive music, arts, phys ed, language
programming with robust current curriculum, a school that
is well staffed and resourced.
Reality: Choice only exists in urban centres. Rural students do
not have access to the same programming as urban students.
Myth: Fundraising in an inevitable part of schools in Alberta.
Reality: Fundraising absolves the government of its
responsibility to adequately fund public education. Parents
should not be fundraising for basic needs like books, furniture,
PE equipment, art supplies, flooring, computers/technology.
Reality: Not every school has the ability to fundraise. This
creates have and have not schools.
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Other Resources
SOS ALBERTA

Privatising Schools, Talking Across the Pond 2.0

Website: www.supportourstudents.ca

Head to the school gate – and see how politics is failing
our children, Gaby Hinsliff

Facebook: @SOSAlberta
www.facebook.com/SOSAlberta/
Twitter: @SOSAlberta
twitter.com/SOSAlberta
Instagram: @sosalberta
Email: info@supportourstudents.ca

ARTICLES
SOS Alberta Articles
Recommitting to Public Education in Alberta –
Our Schools/Our Selves, Canadian Centre For Policy
Alternatives, 2018
Opinion: Public money best invested in Alberta’s public
schools, Edmonton Journal , July 11 2016
Silva and Blasetti: There’s good reason Albertans
marched in the streets last weekend, January 27, 2017

What Does “Revolution” Look Like in Education?, José Luis Vilson
Links to other resources can be found at:
https://www.supportourstudents.ca/resources.html
Books
Class Warfare: The Assault On Canada’s Schools Paperback –
by Maude Barlow (Author), Heather-Jane Robertson (Author)
- 1994
Reign of Error: The Hoax of the Privatization Movement and
the Danger to America’s Public Schools by Diane Ravitch |
Aug 26 2014
Slaying Goliath: The Passionate Resistance to Privatization and
the Fight to Save America’s Public Schools by Diane Ravitch |
Jan 21 2020
Websites
www.supportourstudents.ca
https://networkforpubliceducation.org

Global
Sweden’s School Choice Disaster, Ray Fisman

DOCUMENTARIES/VIDEOS

Worldwide, School Choice Hasn’t Improved Performance,
Henry M. Levin

SOS Alberta

Public Funds Public Schools www.pfps.org

What Education Looks Like in Alberta Today - 2015

How closing public schools undermines democracy,
Jennifer Berkshire

Parkland Institute Barbara Silva and Dr. Phil Mcrae

Have We Lost Sight of the Promise of Public Schools,
Nikole Hannah-Jones

SOS Alberta Rally For Public Education Dec 2019

Australian education fails one in four young people –
but not the wealthy ones, Stephen Lamb
Do traditional public schools benefit from charter
competition?, Valerie Strauss, Carol Burris

Ministerial Order 2013 vs 2020

Other sources
Backpack Full of Cash
Charter Schools May Be the Future of
Public Education | VICE on HBO
For Richer For Poorer: A Tale Of Two Schools
Continued on next page
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Other Organizations
NATIONAL:
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/
BC:
https://instituteforpubliceducation.org
ONTARIO:
https://linktr.ee/schoolwalkins?
fbclid=IwAR2ePQxiv2-ufA5WA9tNIvxbFXe
FFEKI7u13smdOHrLxFl_lHnomHM2iA7E
http://fixourschools.ca
QUEBEC
http://www.ecoleensemble.com
INTERNATIONAL:
https://networkforpubliceducation.org
Find Your MLA:
https://www.assembly.ab.ca/lao/mla/
mla_help.htm

Support Our Students Alberta

19

Public Education Advocacy A CITIZEN’S TOOLKIT

www.supportourstudents.ca

